IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend claims 1-15, 32, 37, and 40-42, add new claims 43-59, and cancel 
claims 16-31 and 33-36, without prejudice or disclaimer, as follows. 

1. (Currently Amended) A pack e t data communication system, comprising: 

at least one access network configured to provide a wireless interface between a 
mobile device and the at least one access network for communication of packet data; 

a core network comprising at least one core network node configured to support 
communication of packet data on the wireless interface and configured to release a data 
communication link associated with the mobile device in the absence of a response to one 
or more messages directed to the mobile device; and 

a controller provided in association with the at least one access network and 
configured to monitor at least one condition associated with the wireless interface-ether 
than th e abs e nc e of said r e spons e to said one or mor e messag e s dir e ct e d to the mobil e 
d e vic e, and, i ^when the monitoring indicates that the at least one condition is met, to 
generate and send to the core network node one or more messages in response to one or 
more of said one or more messages from the core network node. 

2. (Currently Amended) The communication system of claim 1, wherein the 
controller is configured to monitor a condition associated with signal strength on the 
wireless interface. 
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3. (Currently Amended) The communication system of claim 2, wherein the 
controller is configured to monitor the condition, wherein the condition is associated with 
the signal strength, and wherein the signal strength comprises the signal strength of 
uplink link layer frames. 

4. (Currently Amended) The communication system of claim 1, wherein the 
controller is configured to monitor a condition that comprises expiration of a timer. 

5. (Currently Amended) The communication system of claim 4, wherein the 
controller is configured to monitor the condition that comprises the expiration of the 
timer and wherein the timer is configured to expire before the expiration of the message. 

6. (Currently Amended) The communication system of claim 1, wherein the 
controller is configured to monitor a condition associated with paging of the mobile 
device. 

7. (Currently Amended) The communication system of claim 1, wherein the 
controller is configured to monitor re-registration messages from the mobile device. 
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8. (Currently Amended) The communication system of claim 1, wherein the 
controller is configured to monitor pilot signals from the mobile device. 



9. (Currently Amended) The communication system of claim 1, wherein the 
core network node comprises an access gateway. 

10. (Currently Amended) The communication system of claim 9, wherein the 
access gateway comprises a packet data support node. 

11. (Currently Amended) The communication system of claim 1, wherein the 
controller is provided in a base station controller. 

12. (Currently Amended) The communication system of claim 1, wherein the 
controller is provided in a packet control function associated with the access network. 

13. (Currently Amended) The communication system of claim 1, wherein the 
controller is configured to respond to messages that are sent to the mobile device on 
behalf of the mobile device. 
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14. (Currently Amended) The communication system of claim 1, wherein the 
controller is configured to send a notification regarding the status of the wireless interface 
in response to a message from the core network node. 

15. (Currently Amended) A method, th e m e thod comprising: 

establishing a data communication link via an access network of a data 
communication system to a mobile device on a wireless interface between the access 
network and the mobile device; 

sending one or more messages from the-a_core network node of the data 
communication system to the mobile device via the access network, wherein the core 
network is configured to release said data communication link in the absence of a 
response to said one or more messages; 

detecting at a controller provided in association with the access network that at 
least one trigger condition associated with the wireless interface other than the absence of 
said response to said one or mor e m e ssag e s dir e cted to the mobile devic e , is met; and 

subsequent to such detection, generating at the controller and sending to the core 
ef4he-network node one or more messages in response to said one or more messages 
from the core network node . 

16-31. Cancelled 
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32. (Previously Presented) A method, comprising: 

establishing a data communication link via an access network of a data 
communication system to a mobile device on a wireless interface between the access 
network and the mobile device; 

sending one or more messages from a core network node of the data 
communication system to the mobile device via the access network, wherein the core 
network node is configured to release said data communication link in the absence of a 
response to said one or more messages: 

detecting at a controller provided in association with the access network that the 
mobile device is out of reach; 

notifying saida core n e twork network node that the mobile device is out of reach; 

and 

in response to receiving the notification, retaining said data communication link 
but pausing from sending further data packets from the core network node to the mobile 
device and processing the data packets in accordance with a predefined policy. 

33-36. Cancelled 

37. (Currently Amended) A pack e t data communication system, comprising: 
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establishing means for establishing a data communication link via an access 
network of the data communication system to a mobile device on a wireless interface 
between the access network and the mobile device; 

first sending means for sending one or more messages from a core network node 
of the data communication system to the mobile device via the access network, wherein 
the core networ k node is configured to release said data communication link in the 
absence of a reply to said one or more messages; 

detection means for detection at a controller provided in association with the 
access network that at least one trigger condition associated with the wireless interface 
oth e r than th e abs e nc e of a r e spons e to said on e or mor e m e ssag e s dir e cted to th e mobil e 
device, is met; and 

second sending means for sending a further message from the controller to the 
core network node subsequent to such detection, wherein the core network node 
postpones the release of said release link in response to such a further message. 

38-39. Cancelled 

40. (Currently Amended) A pack e t data communication system, comprising: 
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an establishing unit configured to establish a data communication link via an 
access network of the data communication system to a mobile device on a wireless 
interface between the access network and the mobile device; 

a first sending unit configured to send one or messages from a core network node 
of the data communication system to the mobile device via the access network, wherein 
the core networ k node is configured to release said data communication link in the 
absence of a reply to said one or more messages; 

a detector configured to detect at a controller provided in association with the 
access network that at least one trigger condition associated with the wireless interface 
oth e r than th e abs e nc e of said r e spons e to said one or mor e m e ssages dir e ct e d to th e 
mobil e d e vice, is met; and 

a second sending unit configured to send a further message from the controller to 
the core network node subsequent to such detection, wherein the core network node 
postpones the release of said release link in response to such a further message. 

41. (Currently Amended) An apparatus, which is associat e d with at l e ast on e 
acc e ss n e twork via which a data communication link is establish e d b e tw ee n a mobil e 
d e vic e and a cor e n e twork configur e d to r e l e as e said data communication link in th e 
abs e nc e of a respons e to on e or mor e m e ssag e s dir e ct e d to th e mobile d e vic e ; wh e r e in th e 
apparatus is configured to comprising : 
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a monitor configured to monitor at least one condition associated with the wireless 
interfac e other than tho absence to said one or moro messages direct e d to the mobile 
devie e. wherein the apparatus is associated with at least one access network via which a 
data communication link is established between the mobile device and a core network 
node configured to release said data communication link in the absence of a response to 
said one or more messages directed to the mobile device : and, 

if th e monitoring indicates that the at l e ast on e condition is m e t, e ith e r 
a generator/transmitter configured to. in response to an indication that the at least 
one condition is not met, g enerate on behalf of the mobile device and send- transmit to the 
core network node one or more messages in response to said one or more messages from 
the core networ k node, or otherwise configured to, in response to an indication that the at 
least one condition is not met, generate and transmit s end a message t o the core network 
node a message in response to which the core network node p ostpones release of said 
data communication link. 

42. (Currently Amended) A method for us e in a syst e m in which a data 
communication link is e stablish e d b e tw ee n a mobil e d e vic e and a cor e n e twork 
configured to releas e said data communication link in th e abs e nc e of a r e spons e to on e or 
more m e ssag e s dir e ct e d to the mobil e d e vic e ; wh e r e in th e method , compris e s comprising : 
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monitoring at least one condition associated with the— a wireless interface 
constituting part of a communication link between a mobile device and a core network 
node configured to release said data communication link in the absence of a response to 
one or more messages directed to the mobile device, said at least one condition 
comprising a condition oth e r than th e abseno e of a r e spons e to said on e or more messag e s 
dir e cted to th e mobil e d e vic e, andf 

if th e monitorin g in response to an indicat es indication that the at least one 
condition is met, either 

generating on behalf of the mobile device and sending to the core network 
node one or more messages in response to said one or more messages from the core 
network node or otherwise 

sending a message to the core network node in response to which the core network 
network node p ostpones release of said data communication link. 

43. (New) The apparatus of claim 41, wherein the monitor is configured to 
monitor a condition associated with signal strength on the wireless interface. 

44. (New) The apparatus of claim 43, wherein the signal strength comprises 
the signal strength of uplink link layer frames. 
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45. (New) The apparatus of claim 41, wherein the monitor is configured to 
monitor a condition that comprises expiration of a timer. 

46. (New) The apparatus of claim 45, wherein the timer is configured to expire 
before the expiration of the message. 

47. (New) The apparatus of claim 41, wherein the monitor is configured to 
monitor a condition associated with paging of the mobile device. 

48. (New) The apparatus of claim 41, wherein the monitor is configured to 
monitor re-registration messages from the mobile device. 

49. (New) The apparatus of claim 41, wherein the monitor is configured to 
monitor pilot signals from the mobile device. 

50. (New) A base station controller comprising an apparatus according to 
claim 41. 

51. (New) A packet control function associated with the access network 
comprising an apparatus according to claim 41. 



52. (New) A communication system comprising a mobile device, a core 
network node and an apparatus according to claim 41 . 

53. (New) The method of claim 42, comprising monitoring a condition 
associated with signal strength on the wireless interface. 

54. (New) The method of claim 53, wherein the signal strength comprises the 
signal strength of uplink link layer frames. 

55. (New) The method of claim 42, comprising monitoring a condition that 
comprises expiration of a timer. 

56. (New) The method of claim 55, wherein the timer is configured to expire 
before the expiration of the message. 

57. (New) The method of claim 42, comprising monitoring a condition 
associated with paging of the mobile device. 
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58. (New) The method of claim 42, comprising monitoring re-registration 
messages from the mobile device. 

59. (New) The method of claim 42, comprising monitoring pilot signals from 
the mobile device. 
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